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1. On 24 July 1947, Minister Georg Grosse of the Winistry of Supply 


the problems and difficulties confronting this ministry in the +, 
various fields of the economy with which it + concerned.— Thee 
first question discussed by Ministe. Grosse © is that of the 
Thuringian forests. In this connection, he s’ ited that the . 3 
Thuringian forest reserves are almost comple sly exhaustec: neverthe- 
less, the quota of wood to be cut during 194" is four million three 
hundred thousand cubic meters, three times the normal yearly amount. 
Great efforts will be required to obtain the vorkers, Sup} | 4eS,_ 
and transportation which will be necessary 4). order to fii. this 
quota. The most dangerous part of the situa‘ ion lies in the fact.—~ 
that, in spite of the disastrous size of the juota, even the most 
pressing needs for wood will not be met; exc edingly smal]. amounts 
of timber for vurposes of reconstruction are on hand. Bes: use of 
the acute shortage of fuel for the civi.ian -opulation during the 
coming winter, the state government was fore: to oxder tit one 
million five hundred thousand cubic meters o. wood ve cut °n addi- 
tion to the four million three hundred thousand cuble meters men- 
tioned above. At the same time, numerous ob:tacles have oppo sed | 
the introduction of extremely necessary reforestation measures. 
There is a shortage of seed and of trained w.rkers to attend to 
the cultivation of the young trees. Ministe:' Grosse vroposed 

that the following steps be taken by the government to provent 
further depletion of the forests: 
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3 After the end of 1947 there must be 3 reduction .n the 
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amount of wood cut. 

b. Trees may be felled only in those eveas where thi’e is 
adequate transportation to provide vor their imm2liate 
removal and disposition. 


c. Sufficient scientifically trained p rsonnel must %e 
made avallable. 


d. Seed must be selected for vurposes of reforestation. 
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2. Minister Grosse next spoke on the subject of agriculture, in 
Which branch of the economy a critical situation has prevailed. 
because of the shortages of workers, seed, and fertilizers. 

Spring plantings begen late because of the ur luly long and hard 
winter, The shortage of seed constituted the ereatest problem; 
since the Ministry cf Suprly has no control over the supplies of 
grain which have been collected, it “as unable to make grants of 
seed grain from its stores. Through the personal efforts of: 
General Kolesnichenko, a loan of sixteen thousand five hundred 
tons of grain and forty-two thousand tons of seed potatess was. 
obtained. Minister Grosse expressed the hope that the harvest of | 
these items would at least equal that of the past year. A vege- 
table shortage is to be anticipsted during th: coming winter 
months, and it is felt that the amount of lani used in the culti- 
vation of vegetables must be increased. Thuringia still possesses. 
a relatively large amount of livestock, as cc :pared with otuer 
parts of the Russian Zone. This is indicate by the following 
table, which shows the figures for 1938 and i1:r June 1947: 


~1233 ne 1947 
Horses | / 93,800 775700 
Cattle 587,000 567,00 
Hogs 18,000 ' 434.900 
Sheen 78,000 187.000 
Goats 248,000 356,000 


‘The main problem in this connection is the provision of suffieient 
fodder, and it may become necessary to reduce the livestock in 
order bo conserve grain for human consumption. Hinister Grosse 
stated that the following meesures should be caken to imprxve the 
agricultural situation: 


ao A production plan should be drafted which is based on 
the production of the individual farin. 


b. A unified agricultural policy must be established. 


c. Preparations must be made to increase the supply of 
artificial fertilizers during the coming year. 


ad. The farmers must be allowed to retain certain anourts 
of their produce to be used as seed. this would solve 
many problems ot storage, transnortasion, and supply. 


e. No more agricuitural products and seed must te borroved, 
since this has a demoralizing effect on the farmers. The 
following amounts are already oved end will make sube 
stantial inroads into this year's lazvest: 


Grain 31,000 tons 
Potatoes 56,000 tons. 
Linseed — 500 tons 


3. <A large section of Minister Grosse’s repert dealt ~'th the Sunctions 
of the Office for Commerce and Supply, which is subordinate to the 
Ministry of Sunply. These functicns consist of the collection of 
all agricultural. products, supervision of their handling and pro- 
cessing, just distribution of agricultural pr. ducts to the popnle- 
tion, supply of the porulation with consumers: goods, and the ~ 
supervision of trade ond of cooperative societies. insofar as 
the collection of agricultural products is concerned, a@ quo%a was 
set by the occupation authorities. ‘This systen of planned collec~ 
tion was completely new to German government agencies and o°ficlals, 
and there were difficulties because of a lack of stetistica! 
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packground anformation, which often occasioned the assi; asent 


of too large or too small a cuota to the individual farr3r or 


area, Orders have nov been issued by the SMA requiring inereased 
_ employment of persons to handle registration and checking, and 


permitting local offices to make adjustments in the quotas of 
the individual producer in case of obvious injustices; these 
measyres should do much to remedy the situation. Failure to 
meet the milk quote has caused much concern, and during June a 
committee appointed by the SMA visited Thuringia to investigate 
possible causes. It is mainly attributed: to violations of laws 
in the dairies and the fact that producers are unable to obtain 
sufficient fodder for their mlik cows. 


Distribution and supply of the population with food products 

have grown more difficult as the harvest draws near and stocks | 
on hand are practically depleted. Nevertheless, with a wery few 
exceptions, it has been possible to distribute the estabilshed 
amounts of rationed items. In some cases, it was necessary to 
substitute foods of the same calorie value for foods whien covld 
not be obtained. The caloric value ofthe individual ration card. 
has been increased by twenty percent since she beginning of the 
year. Nevertheless, Minister Grosse was obilged to state that 
the present rations must be classifed as starvation rations and 
would certainly be insufficient to nourish and maintain tae 
health of a normal human being for any length of time. The fore~ 
most problem of food supply is the supply of fats; although the 
fat ration is exceedingly lov, it has nevertheless been inpossible 
to make prompt and regular deliveries of this item. The amounts 
required bv’ the plan could not be produced, and in spite of the 
distribution of meat and eggs as substitutes, the complete ration 
covld not be filled tn some areas. This is explained by the 

fact that Thuringia had to make deliveries to other districts, 
particular’.y Saxony and Berlin, before she was able to drav on 
her reserves for her own populations in the future, deliveries are 
to be made on a non~preferential, percentage basis. Occasional 
shortages of meat were offset by the substitution of eggs and 
cheese. Stocks of grain, particularly of bread flour, ere now 
stored in. large enough quantities to ensure supply during the 
coming months; earlier in the year it was necessary to issue bread 
flour, thirty percent of which was oats and barley. Minister Grosse 
stated that Thuringia is entering a new economic yeer with abseo-~ 
lutely no reserves remaining from the past year} this fact should 
serve to indicate with clarity the gravity of the present supply 
situation, He then made tre following suggestions for its 
improvement: 


a. ‘the quarterly plans used heretofore must be replaced 
by a yearly plan. 


b. Collections should be made on the basis of actuel 
amounts produced, not on the bosis of the quota set 
by the production pler. 
ec, iInorder that the plans may be carried out with exacti- 
’ tude, reserves must be reckoned on, and no demands must 
be made which are not included in the plan. 
‘a. Production, especially of butter, must be increased « 


e. Goods produced in addition to the production quota must 
he distributed by especially designated firms a.nd not 
by producers on the open market.’ 
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